
 

 

 
 

2550 University Ave. W.  
St. Paul, MN 55114   

612.332.9630 
 

8 E. Sheridan St. 
Ely, MN 55731 
218.235.3233 

www.friends-bwca.org 
  
 

 
 
October 29, 2026 
 
 
Via Electronic Mail  
 
Governor Tim Walz 
75 Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.,  Suite 130 
Saint Paul, MN 55155​
tim.walz@state.mn.us 
 
Commissioner Sarah Strommen​    ​ ​          ​   
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
Commissioner.dnr@state.mn.us 
 
Dear Governor Walz and Commissioner Strommen: 

On Monday, October 26, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (“DNR”) provided 
public notice of an exploration plan submitted by NewRange Copper Nickel LLC (“NewRange”) 
on October 19. NewRange seeks to explore for metallic minerals on state nonferrous metallic 
lease number MM-9831-N (“Lease”). See Attachment 1.  

As is shown in the map below, the majority of the Lease is located in the Rainy River 
Headwaters Watershed (“RRHW”), the headwaters of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness (“BWCAW”).  
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DNR should not grant NewRange’s exploration plan. Instead, DNR must cancel the Lease. 

Two months ago, Governor Walz issued Executive Order 26-10, entitled “Enhancing Protection 
of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness.” In issuing the Executive Order, Governor Walz 
noted that “[t]he RRHW is home to nonferrous mineral deposits owned by a mix of private 
entities, the State, and the federal government. Corporations continue to pursue the mining and 
development of these minerals . . . . If one or more proposals within the RRHW proceeds to 
development and operation, the long-term health of the BWCAW could be threatened.”  

For that reason, and due to “renewed threats to Minnesota’s cherished BWCAW,” Governor Walz 
“implement[ed] additional measures within [his] executive authority to help protect [the 
BWCAW] for generations to come.” One such measure was a directive that DNR “[r]eview 
existing state nonferrous mineral leases located within the RRHW and strictly enforce 
compliance with the terms of those leases to the fullest extent of the law.” 

NewRange’s Lease is “located within the RRHW” and thus DNR is obligated to look at the 
Lease and “strictly enforce compliance with the terms of those leases to the fullest extent of the 
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law.” Paragraph 39(e) of the Lease provides the DNR Commissioner with the ability to cancel 
the Lease upon NewRange’s failure to meet various operational commitments within a decade 
after the Lease’s formation in 2001.  

Paragraph 39(e) of the Lease states that DNR has the authority to cancel the Lease upon 
NewRange’s “failure to have conducted the following activities by the tenth anniversary date of 
the [L]ease: developed mining and milling plans . . . and begun construction of mine and plant 
facilities.”  Under the terms of the Lease, NewRange was required to develop mining and milling 
plans and start the mine and plant facility construction no later than 2011. It is now 2026 and 
NewRange has yet to meet these operational commitments.  

NewRange has defaulted on the Lease terms; therefore, Governor Walz’s Executive Order 
compels DNR to cancel the Lease. This action will protect the BWCAW and its headwaters. 

We are grateful that Governor Walz issued the Executive Order. We look forward to Governor 
Walz following through with the commitments in the Executive Order and canceling the Lease. 

 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Sincerely,​  

​

 
Christopher D. Knopf, Executive Director 
Friends of the Boundary Waters Wilderness 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Phone: (651) 999-9565 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Email: Chris@friends-bwca.org  
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

 
 

LEASE TO EXPLORE FOR, MINE AND REMOVE METALLIC MINERALS 
Lease No. MM-9831-N 

 










































