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February 19, 2026      

Via Electronic Mail 

Commissioner Sarah Strommen​
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
Commissioner.dnr@state.mn.us 

RE: ​ The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Has the Authority and Duty to 
Protect the Boundary Waters by Canceling Twin Metals’ Mineral Lease 

Dear Commissioner Strommen: 

The purpose of this letter is to urge the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (“DNR”) to 
exercise its authority and cancel one of the state mineral leases held by Twin Metals, a subsidiary 
of the Chilean mining conglomerate, Antofagasta. This letter outlines DNR’s authority for taking 
this action and explains why DNR should take this action to protect the clean waters of the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (“Boundary Waters”) from the existential threats posed 
by Twin Metals’ proposed copper-nickel sulfide mine.  

In recent weeks, the federal government has inflicted untold damage to Minnesotans. This same 
reckless and aggressive federal government also threatens Minnesota’s land and water. 

The Trump administration and its congressional allies have deployed a novel and unprecedented 
application of the Congressional Review Act in an attempt to overturn the 20-year mineral 
withdrawal that protects some 225,000 acres of public land near the Boundary Waters from 
copper-nickel sulfide mining. This contorted legal gambit will nullify protections that were put in 
place following two years of scientific study and over 675,000 public comments, the vast 
majority of which were overwhelmingly in support of the mineral withdrawal.  

The Trump administration’s extra-legal actions ignore science and threaten our democratic 
process. They will chiefly benefit a Chilean-owned mining conglomerate that has profits and 
shareholder interests in mind, not Minnesota.
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Minnesota can push back. We are not passive actors in this fight. We can be the agents of our 
own future and determine how to manage and protect our land and water. 

I. DNR Can Cancel Twin Metals’ Lease in 2026.

To operate, Twin Metals’ copper-nickel sulfide mine would require mineral leases from the State 
of Minnesota, the United States government, and private entities. Approximately 36% of the ore 
reserves would come from state leases.1 

On June 7, 1990, the State of Minnesota entered into a mineral lease (“Lease”) for copper-nickel 
sulfide mining with Lehmann Exploratory Management, Inc. See Exhibit A. The Lease was 
subsequently transferred to Twin Metals.2  

2 Paragraph 35 of the Lease provides that all “covenants, terms, and conditions of this [L]ease run with the land and 
extend to and bind all assignees and other successors in interest of the lessee.” See Lease, Ex. A, at ⁋ 35. 

1 Twin Metals Minnesota, Mine Plan of Operations, Document No. TMM-ESSS-115-0001, Revision 0A at p. 30, 
Section 2.10, lines 1047-1049 (Dec. 18, 2019), available at 
https://www.twin-metals.com/resource/twin-metals-minnesota-mine-plan-of-operations/. 
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The Lease has a 50-year term that expires on June 7, 2040. Paragraphs 29 and 30 of the Lease 
provide DNR with the authority to cancel the Lease in the 36th calendar year of the Lease – in 
2026 – unless Twin Metals is both actively engaged in mining and has paid the State of 
Minnesota at least $100,000 in royalty payments during a single calendar year.3  

Twin Metals has done neither. 

In both the plain and unambiguous language of paragraph 29 of the Lease and DNR’s 
justifications supporting that Lease provision, DNR has concluded that 35 years is a reasonable 
and sufficient time for Twin Metals to explore and begin production.4 Because Twin Metals has 
defaulted on the Lease, DNR has the legal authority to cancel the Lease.5 

II. DNR Has the Legal Authority and Fiduciary Duty to Prevent Mining Pollution.

Beyond these clear provisions of the Lease, DNR has strongly affirmed its authority and 
fiduciary duty in this matter. In 1995, in an official response to calls to repudiate its right to 
cancel leases, DNR asserted: 

The Commissioner does not wish to surrender the right of cancellation of the 
lease. The cancellation right protects the state’s interest in having the property 
developed if it is environmentally sound to do so. The Commissioner believes that 
the right of cancellation can serve legitimate policy needs of the state as 
landowner and as trust manager.6 

Here, DNR clearly maintains that it can cancel state leases for copper-nickel sulfide mining in 
situations where ore production and royalty payments have not been timely made and potential 
environmental risks from a mining project would negatively impact DNR’s role as landowner 
and trust manager.  

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has listed sulfide mining as the most polluting 
industry in the United States. In a water-rich environment, such as northeastern Minnesota, this 
type of toxic mining would be particularly dangerous. U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell 
wrote in his 2016 decision not to consent to the renewal of Twin Metals’ federal mineral leases 
that: 

6 In the Matter of the Proposed Permanent Rules Relating to the Lease of State Lands for Metallic Minerals, 
Department of Natural Resources, Statement of Need and Reasonableness, at pp. 74-75 (Jan. 27, 1995) (emphasis 
added), available at https://www.lrl.mn.gov/archive/sonar/SONAR-02525.pdf.

5 See Lease, Ex. A. at ⁋ 30. 

4 See In the Matter of the Proposed Amendments of the Rules Regarding Permits to Prospect for and Leases to Mine 
Copper, Nickel, and Associated Minerals (Minnesota Rules, Parts 6125.0100 - .0700), Department of Natural 
Resources, Statement of Need and Reasonableness, at p. 91 (Jan. 18, 1988) (“[t]wenty years, or 35 years if the state 
does not exercise its right to cancel in the twenty-first year, is a reasonable amount of time to explore the mining unit 
and commence production in the quantities necessary to satisfy the performance requirement.”) (emphasis added), 
available at https://www.lrl.mn.gov/archive/sonar/SONAR-01249.pdf  

3 See Lease, Ex. A, at ⁋ 29  (“The state may cancel this [L]ease as provided in paragraph 30 if the lessee [i]s not . . . 
both actively engaged in mining ore under this [L]ease . . . [and has not] paid to the state at least $100,000 in earned 
royalty under a metallic minerals lease . . . during a single calendar year.”). 
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Based on this analysis, I find unacceptable the inherent potential risk that 
development of a regionally-untested copper-nickel sulfide ore mine within the 
same watershed as the [Boundary Waters] might cause serious and irreplaceable 
harm to this unique, iconic, and irreplaceable wilderness area.7 

Time after time, when put before the public and subjected to scientific scrutiny, the conclusion 
has been clear: An industry with such an alarming track record of environmental degradation has 
no place in this vulnerable and beloved area. 

Given the terms of the Lease, DNR’s authority, and its role as the state’s landowner and trust 
manager, now is the time for the State of Minnesota to take action. This would not be 
unprecedented. The U.S. Forest Service and Department of Interior have taken deliberate, 
methodical measures to protect this area from copper-nickel sulfide mining. DNR can – and 
should –  exercise its legal authority and push back against the Trump administration. 

Conclusion: DNR Should Stand Up for Minnesota and Cancel Twin Metals’ Lease. 

Copper-nickel sulfide mining presents an existential threat to the Boundary Waters.8 Mining 
operations will produce elevated levels of mercury in the water, creating health hazards for 
humans as mercury bioaccumulates in plants, fish, and wildlife. Elevated sulfate levels will 
damage wild rice, or manoomin, threatening an irreplaceable food source and essential 
component of Anishinaabe culture in Minnesota. The threat of acid mine drainage poses 
catastrophic risks to an irreplaceable wilderness. 

Now, when the Trump administration seeks to arbitrarily overturn protections, dismiss science, 
and ignore public comments, it is imperative for DNR to cancel this Lease and protect the 
Boundary Waters. 

DNR has given Twin Metals and its predecessors 35 years to explore and commence production, 
more than a reasonable and sufficient amount of time. DNR has both the legal authority and the 
fiduciary duty to act. 

Minnesota is not powerless. We cannot be victims of an unprincipled federal government. 

8 DNR need not reinvent this environmental analysis, as it has previously been undertaken by the federal 
government. See, e.g., U.S. Department. of Agriculture, U.S. Forest Service, Rainy River Withdrawal, 
Environmental Assessment (December 2022), available at 
https://www.friends-bwca.org/wp-content/uploads/20221120_RevisedEA_FinalRevision-508.pdf; U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, U.S. Forest Service, Rainy River Withdrawal, Case Studies Report (June 2022), available at 
https://www.friends-bwca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022-Rainy-River-Withdrawal-Case-Studies-Report.pdf. 

7 Letter from U.S. Forest Service Chief Thomas Tidwell to Neil Kornze, Director of the Bureau of Land 
Management, at p. 1 (Dec. 14, 2016), available at 
https://knrc.org/Files/SNF/Tidwell_to_Kornze_Non_Consent_121416.pdf. 
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On behalf of future generations of Minnesotans and the thousands of people from around the 
world who visit the Boundary Waters each year, we respectfully urge you to exercise your 
authority and issue a formal order canceling Twin Metals’ Lease.9​ ​ ​ ​  

Sincerely,​  

 
Christopher D. Knopf, Executive Director 
Friends of the Boundary Waters Wilderness 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Phone: (651) 999-9565 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Email: Chris@friends-bwca.org  
 
cc:​ Governor Tim Walz 
​ Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan 
​ President Donald Trump 
​ Vice President J.D. Vance 
​ Senator Amy Klobuchar 
​ Senator Tina Smith 
​ Representative Betty McCollum 
​ Representative Kelly Morrison 
​ Representative Angie Craig 
​ Representative Ilhan Omar 
​ Representative Pete Stauber 
​ Representative Tom Emmer 
​ Representative Brad Finsted 
​ Representative Michelle Fischbach 
​ U.S. Secretary of Interior Doug Burgum 
​ U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins 
​  

9 We respectfully request that DNR include the entirety of all hyperlinks and the exhibit cited in this letter as part of 
its administrative record underlying its formal decision in this matter. 

 



































Co-signatories to the Letter to DNR Commissioner Sarah Strommen Urging the DNR to 
Cancel Twin Metals State Mineral Lease 

 
 

Minnesota Legislators 
 

Senator Doron Clark Representative Esther Agbaje Representative Jess Hanson 

Senator Steve Cwodzinski Representative Patty Acomb Representative Heather 
Keeler 

Senator Scott Dibble Representative Robert 
Bierman 

Representative Liish 
Kozlowski 

Senator Peter Fischer Representative Shelley Buck Representative Tina Liebling 

Senator Foung Hawj Representative Ethan Cha Representative Fue Lee 

Senator Amanda 
Hemmingsen-Jaeger Representative Brion Curran Representative Liz Lee 

Senator Mary Kunesh Representative Alex Falconer Representative Kelly Moller 

Senator Alice Mann Representative Leigh Finke Representative Kristi Pursell 

Senator John Marty   Representative Sandra Feist Representative Lucy Rehm 

Senator Jen McEwen Representative Mary 
Frances-Clardy Representative Kari Rehrauer 

Senator Ann Rest Representative Aisha Gomez U.S. Representative Kelly 
Morrison 

Senator Ann Johnson Stewart   

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Friends of the Boundary Waters Clean Water Coalition of Businesses and Organizations  
 

Austin Chapter 10 IWLA Hungry Jack Outfitters LLC Save Our Sky Blue Waters 

Bang Brewing Indivisible North Metro Sawbill Canoe Outfitters 

Bicycle Alliance of 
Minnesota 

Java Moose Starry Skies North 

Black Hills Clean Water 
Alliance 

League of Women Voters of 
Minnesota 

Sustainable Farming 
Association 

Boreal Bliss Yoga Retreats Loon Lake Lodge Tamarack Water Alliance 

Bryan Hansel Photography 
LLC 

Lutefisk Technologies, Inc. The Borglum Corporation 

Cafe Imports Malach Consulting 
Thomas Nelson Properties, 

Inc. 

Camp Menogyn 
Minnesota Center for 

Environmental Advocacy 
Three Waters Pipeline 

Resistance Team 

Cedar and Stone Nordic 
Sauna 

Minnesota Division Izaak 
Walton League of America 

True North Map Company 

Cherokee Concerned Citizens 
Minnesota Environmental 

Partnership 
Uranium Watch 

Clean Water Action MN350 VandeTech LLC 

Cook County Coalition of 
Lakes Association 

Mukwa Vikre Distillery 

Crooked Water Spirits North American Water Office Vote Climate 



CURE Northern Waters Smokehaus Vote Solar 

Democracy 
Defenders-Indivisible 

Pollinator Friendly Alliance Voyageurs Conservancy 

DFL Environmental Caucus River Alliance of Wisconsin Voyageurs Maps  

Friends of Minnesota 
Scientific and Natural Areas 

Rock Creek Alliance Walden Coffee 

Garden Community Church 
Save Lake Superior 

Association 
WaterLegacy 

Gunflint Trail Historical 
Society 

Sierra Club  
Northstar Chapter 

Wilderness Watch 

 
 

Supporters and Individual Members of the Friends of the Boundary Waters Clean Water 
Coalition 

 

 Jeanne Abraham  Sharon Hattenberger  Karren Perkins 

 Brian Adams  Jack Haugen  Catherine Perme 

Forrest Ahrens  Christina Hausman Rhode  Allen Perry 

 Paul Alexander   Jessica Haverly  Megan Person 

Monica Allen  Sally Henderson  Karen Peters 

 Tim Andersen   Nancy Henderson-Korpi  Edith Peterson 

 Lynn Anderson  Mark Hennessy  Annalisa Peterson 

 Ellen Anderson  Linda Herron  Peter Peterson 

 Melinda Antisdel  Doug Heuer  Mark Petraitis 

 Angie Arden  Cathy Higgins  Joyce Pfaff 

 Jerd Arlich  Rebecca Higgins  Katrina Phillips 



 Annie Arnold  Susan Hill  Ann Pifer 

 David Atchison  Mark Hirschboeck  Steven Pincus 

 Michael Badinger  Andrea Hofeldt  Cristina Pippa 

 Johan S Bakken  Dave Holt  Robin Pliml 

 Ann Bancroft  Hannah Holtegaard  Catherine Podeszwa 

 Rosanne Bane  Anna Houston  Rick Ponthan 

 Nicholas Banovetz  Patrick Hughes  Craig Poorker 

 David Barrett  Deborah Huskins  Corey Popp 

 Christopher Barth  Anne Ireland  Pamela Postiglione 

 Jesse Bearheart  Elizabeth Jackson Kirchhoff  Margi Preus 

 Jan Bensen  Karin Jacobson  Catherine Preus 

 Judith Bergh  Chris Jacobson  Elizabeth Preus 

 John Bingea  CJ Jacobson  Janet Preus 

 Emily Blain  Leslee Jaeger  Martha Preus 

 LuAnn Bleiler  Jeffrey Jaeger  Ann Price 

 Betsy Blume  George Janson  Thomas Probst 

 Rachel Bly  Lilias Jarding  Kevin Proescholdt 

 Katharine Bogen  Emily Jerve  David Quist 

 Wayne Bogen  Stephanie Johnson  Jim R 

 Megan Bond  Karen Janice Johnson  Brittany Rawlings 

 Emily Borgestad  Lena Johnson  Martin F Reeck 

 Scott Borgestad  Cindy Johnson  Anne Reich 

 Jeffrey Borglum  Lynn Johnson  Linda Reiff 

 Sandy Boss Febbo  Jayne Johnson  Jeffrey Reihle 



 Barbara Bottger  Katie Johnston-Goodstar  Jill Riley 

 John Bottger  Tom Jones  Mary Riley 

 Gelina Boyer  Kelsey Jones-Casey  Leah Rogne 

 Daniel Brennan  Ryan Jones-Casey  William Rom 

 Johnson Bridgwater  Steve Jorissen  Phyllis Root 

 Ben Brochtrup  Dave Jossi  Maery Rose 

 Benjamin Brochtrup  Ethan Jossi  Ken Rosemark 

 Rebecca Bromelkamp  Mary Kalkbrenner  Laura Rosendahl 

 Linda Brooks  Keelin Kane  Jean Ross 

 Melissa Brown  Karl Karst  Elizabeth Sainio 

 Claudia Bruber  Andrew Karst  Nancy Salminen 

 Todd Burlet  Kathleen Kelnberger  Rachel Saturn 

 Collin Burns  Robyn Keyport  Kathy A Schaaf 

 James Calder  Robert King  Jason Schlesener 

 Clare Cardinal-Pett  Rev. Rick King  Laurie Schneider 

 Megan Carney  Nancy Kjellberg  Bob Schuchardt 

 Gwynn Carver  Steven Klar  Steve Schultz 

 Tom Casey  Garrett Klein  Lenore Healey Schultz 

 Patricia Castellano  Aaron Klemz  David Seaton 

 Siobhan Chantigian  Stuart Knappmiller  Bradley Segall 

 Lissa Chipeco-Colton  Sherri Knuth  Meredith Seminerio 

 Jaci Christenson  Marit Knutson  Steve Semmer 

 Sandy Christie  Karin Knutson  Kirsten Semmer 

 Barbara Clark  Kimberly Kokett  Andreea Seusan 



 Jeff Cluever  Georganne Krause  Caroline Sévilla 

 Joshua Colton  Richard Kreibich  Christina Shaw 

 Greg Conley  Steven Kuross  Michael Shemanske 

 Bryana Cook  Erik Kuross  Sean Sherman 

 Nancy Copeland  Greg Laden  Clare Shirley 

 Nan D Corliss  Sylvia Lambert  John Siekmeier 

 Mary Costello  Greg Larson  Suzanne Silverman 

 Joseph Cottew  Rebecca Lawrence  Dushan Skorich 

 Patti Craddock  Madelyn Lawrence  Eóin Small 

 Chris Crider  Sara Lefebvre  Jackie Smolen 

 Sam Crosby  Chloé Leisure  Emma Springer 

 Nathan Crymble  Samuel Levar  Fred Sproat 

 Dennis Cuchna  Kevin LeVoir  Amy Sproat 

 Twyla Cuchna  Natalie Lilja  Avonna Starck 

 Timothy Current  Aaron Lilly  Molly Stawarz 

 Rhonda Current  Kathy Litt  Margaret Stern 

 Mae Davenport  Jason Lockefeer  Lee Stocking 

 Roger Davies  Kirsten Long  Elizabeth Storaasli 

 Catherine Day  Jason Long  Marlene Stottrup 

 Diana Dean  Sophie Long  Michelle Strangis 

 Judith Derauf  Ruth Lovander Foley  Sam Streukens 

 Melia Derrick  Lise Lunge-Larsen  Nancy Sudak 

 Benita Dieperink  Paula Maccabee  Cher Sulerud 

 Renee Dietz  Gary Maciejewski  Robert Swanson 



 Matt Doll  Alice Madden  Dan Swenson-Klatt 

 Robert Donaho  Laura Mahutchin  Mary T Tackett 

 Stephanie Donaho  Heather Manley  Alan Thometz 

 Emily Doskey  Deborah Marcero  Rolf Thompson 

 Jennifer Dresselhaus  Laurel March  Kelly Thompson 

 Lois Drontle  Denise Marlowe  Michael Thompson 

 Anne Dugan  Beverly Martin  Elayna Thompson 

 William Durbin  James Martin  Jon Tilp 

 Mary Eckman  Tee McClenty  Gary Titusdahl 

 Elizabeth Edinger  Julie McGlincey  Diane Titusdahl 

 Lester B Edinger  Kathleen McQuillan  Helen Torrens 

 David Edinger  Courtney Merritt  Nan Toskey 

 Bill Edinger  Emily Meyer  Susan Truman 

 DeeDee Edlund  Julie Miedtke  Ellen Trygstad 

 Joe Eggen  Barbara Miller  Meredith Tuntland 

 Joshua Elfering  Stephen Mineck  Aaron Upin 

 Steven H Emerman  Peter Mitchell  Allison Van Dyk 

 Karen Emerson  Jacob Molloy  Daniel Van Dyk 

 Tory England  Margot Monson  Mathew Vandestouwe 

 Kathie Erbes  Larry Montan  Mike Vant 

 Joseph Estlie  Sarah Mooradian  Martha Vetter 

 Sarah Fields  Fred Morris  Emily Vikre 

 Franklin Firestone  Bonnie Morris  Joel Vikre 

 Betty Firth  L Morrison  Colleen Vitek 



 Janet Fisher  Steve Morse  Mary H. Vlazny 

 Kathryn Flory  Phoenix Muchowski  Mary Vrabel 

 Lea Foushee  Andrea Nadeau  Michael Vrabel 

 Kirk D Fowler  Tim Neary  Patricia Wallert 

 Edward France  Lisa Neary  Diana Wallert 

 Lizabeth Fundingsland  Thomas Nelson  Chris Watson 

 Linda Funk  Mason Nelson  Richard Watson 

 Ashley Galchutt  Robert Nesheim  Adrian Watt 

 Ian Galchutt  Terran Neve  Sue Watt 

 Cathy Gallagher  Leah Nicholson  Martha Wavrin 

 Katie Gillette  Robin Nicholson  Amanda Weberg 

 Mary E Gilroy  Christopher Norbury  Barbara Weckesser 

 Bert Goldstein  Alexandra Nyberg  Dawn Wenck 

 River Gordon  Eric Nyberg  Kristen Wesloh 

 Erica Gossard  Lisa Ohnstad  Barbara Wessen Chang 

 Karen Grangaard  Susan Ohnstad  Fran Whitman 

 Marion Greene  Kathy Okeson  Janet Wilmes 

 Wolfgang Greiner  Lori Olinger  Lucinda Winter 

 Maxime Groen  Chris Olson  Michael Wojcik 

 Ellen Hadley  Kathrin Olson Rutz  Ben and Barry Wolfe 

 Thomas Hafnor  Ernest Oppegaard-Peltier  Scott Wolff 

 Elaine Hagen  Carrie Overgaard  Sarah Wood 

 Beth Hall  Tom Overstreet  Cynthia Wrinkle 

 Sarah Hallberg  Mark Owens  Curt Wrinkle 



 Bryan Hansel  Michael Pach  Seth Wrinkle 

 Carly Anne Hansen  Elanne Palcich  Anne Ylvisaker 

 Nancy Hassett Ethel Pastarr  Andrea Yoch 

 Holly Hatch-Surisook Dan Pauly   Janet Yoe 

 Joe Hatch-Surisook  Michael Paymar  Anika Zaccardi 

   

 
 
 


	FINALLettertoDNRreCancelingTwinMetalsStateLease2-19-26
	Exhibit A (Lease No. MM-9455-N) (1)
	Co-signatories to the Letter to DNR Commissioner Sarah Strommen Urging the DNR to Cancel Twin Metals’ Leases
	Blank Page



