RE: NewRange Copper Nickel LLC – NorthMet Mine (DA Number MVP-1999-05528-WMS)
Dear U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Staff,
I am writing to oppose the Section 404 permit for NewRange Copper Nickel's NorthMet mine, and to ask the Army Corps to require a new environmental impact statement (EIS) before it makes any decision.
NewRange’s project would harm Lake Superior watershed, wetlands, and waters. Here is what concerns me most:
More wetlands destroyed, not fewer. The proposal would directly destroy 1,145 acres of wetlands — 242 acres more than the previous 404 permits that were rejected. It also adds a waste rock storage facility on up to 334 acres of wetlands and forest along the Partridge River, most of it on wetlands classified as “public waters wetlands” under Minnesota law.
Two of three new tailings facilities would be unlined. With no barrier between waste and water, this would likely mean uncontrolled seepage of mining pollutants into the Second Creek and Wyman Creek watersheds.
These creeks are already at risk, and people depend on them. Second Creek is a wild rice water already impaired for excessive sulfate. Wyman Creek is a designated trout stream that flows into Colby Lake. This would impact the drinking water source for the city of Hoyt Lakes.
New dams would hold back the waste. The tailings facilities near Second Creek and Wyman Creek require new dams likely to be classified as Class I, or High Hazard dams. This category reserved for dams whose failure would cost lives.
The mercury math is toxic. Draining and rewetting wetlands while discharging sulfate is a recipe for mercury methylation. The result is more mercury in fish, violations of state and downstream tribal water quality standards, and harm to wildlife and human health.
None of this was fully analyzed in the original environmental review. The Corps owes the public a hard look at the science in a new environmental impact statement, and it should deny the Section 404 permit for NorthMet wetlands destruction.
Thank you for considering my comment.
Sincerely,
YOUR NAME
ADDRESS
EMAIL
